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present/' his Eminence said. "I trust you will take a meal
with me that I may at least show my inclination for you."
"My life in this world/' Hsi-men said, "is entirely depend-
ent upon your Eminence's kindness. The trifles I brought are
not worth mentioning."
They chatted and joked together as though they really were
father and son. The twenty-four beautiful maidens played
for them and attendants brought wine. His Eminence desired
to offer Hsi-mSn a cup of wine. Hsi-mSn expressed his
unworthiness, but, being pressed, rose and drank a single
cup. They sat down. Then Hsi-men Ch'ing bade Shu T'ung
bring a peach-shaped cup of gold. He filled it to the brim
and, taking it, knelt down before his Eminence and said:
"Live for a thousand years." The Imperial Tutor smiled.
"Stand up,, my son," he said. He drank the wine.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing rose and took his place again. The food
served was so rare and varied that it can hardly be described.
Hsi-m6n Ch'ing stayed until sunset. Then he distributed the
pafckets of silver among the attendants and took his leave of
the Imperial Tutor. "Father," he said, "you have much to
do and I must not detain you. I shall not trouble you again."
Then he left the palace and returned to Chai's house.
The next day he decided to visit Master Miao and told
Tai An to find out where he was staying. Tai An discovered
that he was a£ a house outside the Imperial City belonging to
a eunuch named Li. Hsi-men Ch'ing went there with Tai An.
The boy presented Hsi-men's card and Master Miao came
out. "I was hoping that some good friend would come and
have a chat with me," he said. "You have come at the right
moment." He insisted that Hsi-m£n should stay for dinner.
There was a magnificent spread of food of every kind. Two
very handsome singing-boys came and sang several songs.
"These two foolish boys," Hsi-men Ch'ing said, pointing
to Tai An and Ch'in T'ung, "can only eat and drink. They
cannot compafe with your two boys."
Miao smiled. "I'm afraid they will not be of much use to
you, but, if you really like them, I shall be only too glad to
give them to you."
Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said: " I dare not accept anything which
you must appreciate so much yourself." They did not stop

